
  

A Campaign to Strengthen the Catholic Faith  
in Hanover, Norwell, and Beyond 

A Message from Father Chris 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 For over a century, our churches have been pillars of faith, hope, and 
charity in Hanover and Norwell. Our forebears created vibrant faith 
communities with a solid moral foundation and a firm commitment to 
serving others. Today we continue that tradition with dedication in our 
hearts and gratitude for our many blessings. 

We also find ourselves ready to begin an important new chapter in our journey        
together. As we seek to meet the needs of a rapidly-growing population, the Church is  
obligated to preach the Gospel to all who seek to love, know, and follow our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The time has come to lay the foundation for this critical next step for our two 
churches. 

Together with Cardinal Seán O’Malley’s Inspiring Hope capital campaign, the Holy 
Mothers Collaborative is embarking upon a long-discussed fundraising effort. We have 
planned for this, we have the momentum, and we are ready to act. If successful, Saint 
Mary’s and Saint Helen’s will come together to build the first new Catholic church in the 
Archdiocese in two decades. At the same time, we will support the work of the Catholic 
Church in Greater Boston with a tithe from the campaign. 

This extraordinary effort will be unlike any our parishes or diocese have previously  
undertaken. Achieving our goal will depend on the prayerful participation of our loyal  
families and friends. 

I invite you now to learn more about this important milestone in our history, and ask 
that you receive this request with an open heart. This is a time of great opportunity for 
our community, and I am confident that with the support 
of all the faithful at Saint Mary’s and Saint Helen’s, we 
will accomplish something amazing and enable our      
mission to thrive for decades to come. 

 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Pastor, Holy Mothers Collaborative 

My dear brothers and sisters in faith, 

Allow me this opportunity to 
express my gratitude for your  
participation in Inspiring Hope: 
Our Campaign for the Future of 
Our Catholic Faith. 

The Holy Mothers Collaborative provides the     
Archdiocese a vibrant model of evangelization. Your 
parish family thrives because of dedicated lay      
leadership and the pastoral care of the collaborative 
staff. Together, you invite young  people to be active 
members of the Church in Life Teen. You generously 
assist those who are facing challenges of            
homelessness, poverty, and illness. In these and 
many other ways you bring the presence of the Lord 
to daily life in Hanover and Norwell. 

Please know also of my appreciation for your      
support of the wider Archdiocesan community 
through Inspiring Hope. Together, these investments 
ensure that our great institutions and ministries will 
continue to offer service and hope where it is needed 
most. 

It is good to know that you are moving forward with 
the work of thoughtful planning for new worship 
space for the collaborative. It is my prayer that with 
the intercession of Saints Mary and Helen, a new 
church for Hanover and Norwell will build on the 
great success your faith communities have achieved 
thus far. Thank you for your important role in helping 
to bring to realization this vision for Holy Mothers. 

With the assurance of my prayers for you and your 
loved ones, I remain, 

 

Devotedly yours in Christ, 
 

 
 

Archbishop of Boston 

 

It is my prayer that with the intercession 
of Saints Mary and Helen, a new church 

for Hanover and Norwell will build on the 
great success your faith communities 

have achieved thus far. 

A Message from Cardinal Seán 

In conjunction with the Archdiocese of Boston, 
Saint Mary of the Sacred Heart and             
Saint Helen, Mother of the Emperor            

Constantine are conducting a capital campaign 
to address the future expansion needs of the 

collaborative, as well as the needs of the   
Catholic Church in Eastern Massachusetts. 



 

 

Saint Mary’s and Saint Helen’s are two of the most 
vibrant parishes in Greater Boston. 
 Serving 5,000 households 
 100 new registrants each year 
 Over 3,000 people attend weekend Mass 

 
At a time when fewer than 
30% of Catholics regularly 
attend Mass, the Masses at 
Saint Mary’s and Saint Helen’s 
are full and often overflow. 

 
In 2017, the collaborative celebrated more of these 
sacraments than any parish on the South Shore: 
 190 baptisms 
 230 first communions 
 Over 400 confirmations 

 
Serving our families: 
 2,300 enrolled in    
Religious Education 
 Over 200 teenagers 
involved in Life Teen 
and Youth Ministry 
 More than 150        
parishioners involved in 
other parish ministries 

EXAMPLE 
PLEDGE 

5 ANNUAL  
INSTALLMENTS 

60 MONTHLY 

INSTALLMENTS 
DAILY  

EQUIVALENT 

 

GIVING OPTIONS 

 Multi-Year Pledges 

 Credit Card 

 Electronic Fund Transfer 

 Stock Transfer 

 Donor Advised Funds 

 IRA Transfer 

 Bequests & Annuities 

$20,000 $4,000 $333 $10.96 

$15,000 $3,000 $250 $8.22 

$12,000 $2,400 $200 $6.58 

$9,000 $1,800 $150 $4.93 

$6,000 $1,200 $100 $3.29 

 Standing room only 

 Insufficient parking 

 Accessibility & safety   

concerns 
High Mass 

Attendance 

 Existing facilities need 

repair and upgrades 

 Insufficient space for 

our many groups 

 Wear on facilities 

Religious  

Education &  

Parish Ministries 

Priest  

Shortage 
 Average age of Boston 

diocesan priests is 64 

 Ordinations will not keep 

up with retirements 

Need for  

Capital  

Investments 

By the Numbers Our Challenges 

What will the community of the faithful look like in 15, 20, or 30 years? The Catholics in faith formation 
today are the families who will baptize their children here tomorrow, and we are committed to our     
mission of radical hospitality as we grow our community of faith. 

In the past five years, participation in religious education and youth faith formation has skyrocketed and 
with them weekend Mass attendance has reached levels few Catholic churches in the Northeast have 
achieved. As more people become aware of all the Holy Mothers Collaborative can offer, it is our         
responsibility to evangelize and inspire an even larger community of faith. 

Our Opportunity 

We are all blessed with many treasures given to us by God. As 
stewards of these blessings, it is our responsibility to preserve and 
protect our spiritual community. The Inspiring Hope campaign 
seeks the participation of all God’s children at Saint Mary’s and 
Saint Helen’s to provide for the future of our collaborative. 
 

There are exciting opportunities ahead for our community, and 
this initiative will position us to pursue further excellence in   
evangelization. This is your chance to help pave the way for the 
future of the Catholic Church in Boston. Join us as we set out on 
this faith-filled journey to share the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

CAMPAIGN GOAL: $5,000,000 Inspiring Hope is an opportunity for all to be involved in a way  
appropriate for each family. The sample gift plans are provided to 
help you as you consider your pledge. Please prayerfully reflect on 
how you can contribute to this campaign by making a pledge to be    
fulfilled over the next five years.  
 

Not everyone can make the same gift, but everyone can make the 
same sacrifice. We ask that whatever you choose to contribute be 
a gift that is both joyful and meaningful to you given your          
circumstances. To be successful, this effort requires the sacrifices 
of many, not just a few. 

The reality is that a faith 
community in one single, 
accommodating, accessible, 
and well-functioning campus 
will make the most of a    
pastor’s and parish staff’s 
efforts and energy. 
 

Our mission begins now with the $5 million        
Inspiring Hope campaign for a stronger Church in 
Hanover, Norwell, and beyond. We seek: 
 

 New worship site seating 1,000 or more 
 Spacious, accessible church with state of the art 

lighting, A.V., acoustics, and clear sight lines 
 Chapel for up to 150 worshipers 
 Rectory for priestly community 
 Space for programs and ministries 
 Parish Center and Hall capable of seating 500 
 Staff offices 
 Teen Center for 150 
 Religious Education classrooms 
 Plus, fully connected buildings with interior   

walkways and parking for more than 500         
vehicles, convenient to all entrances 

 

In addition to fulfilling the needs of our growing  
collaborative, we will also tithe a small portion of 
our proceeds to help support Cardinal Seán and his 
vision for the Church in Boston. 

How You Can Help 


